THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE     277
Menika there, and sit in their compound again
watching the shadows of the jungle.   It was very
peaceful in the cell
'A jail guard came and unlocked the cell gate.
Silindu was taken out and made to squat down in
the long" shed which ran down the centre of the
courtyard, A wooden mallet was put into his hand
and a pile of cocoanut husk thrown down in front
of him. For the remainder of that day, and daily
for the remainder of twenty years, lie to make
coir by beating cocoaaut husks          the
mallet*